[The "sarcoidosis-lymphoma syndrome"--a lymphocyte dysregulation?].
Sarcoidosis and malignant lymphoma can occur in the same patient; sarcoidosis appears first, the malignant lymphoma follows later. The case histories of three patients illustrate what Brinker first coined as the "sarcoidosis-lymphoma syndrome". In two patients a pulmonary sarcoidosis stage I was diagnosed over 30 years respectively 4 years prior to the histological diagnosis of highly malignant Non-Hodgkin lymphoma. The third patient suffered from generalized sarcoidosis with splenomegaly, , granulomatous hepatitis and interstitial lung disease, in addition to which a lymphoproliferative syndrome was diagnosed. Comparing the pathogenesis of malignant lymphoma and sarcoidosis, parallels such as T-cell dysfunction, which probably facilitates malignant transformation of B-cells, become apparent. In both diseases the transforming gene could be the Ebstein-Barr virus.